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The role of God’s messengers in our Catholic faith

After Pope Benadict XV! broke
his wrist last July, he ioked,
“Unfortunately, my own guardian

angef did not prevent my injury,

certainly following superior orders,™
Even though he could make light :
of his own injury, the pope would
agree with Lee Danesco that angeis
are not fluff. Takea look at how she
teaches about the role of angels in
our lives, ee Ngg

i

\ ven thongh their images
cheetfully ddorn everyching
from t-shirestodertechead,

k. _4angels arc definitively not fluff,
To the contrary, angels are a “truch

of faith” (Catechism of the Catholic
Church, 328). Angels are part of both
Scriprure and wradizion, They are not
simply fantasies.

As teachers and catechists, our
challenge is to explain the role of angels
£o children. T turn to the Scriptures of
Advent and Christmas for guidance, In
the activiry below, I encourage learners
to use the readings of the season to

shine light on the work done by angels,
work that leads us to Jesus,
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Who did what?
Lead a guessing game that connecrs
famous people to their work. Prepare
five flash cards, each bearing the name
of a famons person.

Examples:

Thomas Edison

Hillary Clinton

Tiger Woods

As you hold up each name, ask
learners to idencify what work each
person does or did.

Example:

Tiger Woods—Golf Pro

Discuss briefly what we [earn
about a person by knowing his or hex
occupation,

Biblical who’s who

Expand on the concept of linking
persons to their jobs. This time, shift
the focus to Bible characrers. Direct
learners to work in paizs.

Give each pajr a large index card
on which to write the names of five
Old and New Testament charactess
(exceptions: God, Jesus, Holy Spirit).

Examples:
Isaiah

Eve
Matthew

Ask your learness to pass completed
cards to another group. Then ask each
pair to read the names of the characrers
on the card they have received. Ask
them to identify the role cach characrer
pleyed in God’s plan for salvation.

As they do, they should write that
“occupation” after the characrer’s name,
Example: [saiah—prophet
Discuss the resules of this activiry.
Stress the person and work connection.

The work of angels

Against this backdrop, ask learners
this pivotal question: What job do you
think angels do?

Give learners time to discuss
this question in pairs, Record their
responses on & white board,

Read Luke 1:19: “I am Gabriel,
who stands before God. I'was sent
to speak to you and to announce to
you this good news.” Compare the
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angel’s description of his own work to
learners’ answers,

Together, worlk toward
understanding the explanation found
in the Catechism of the Catholic
Church: “With their whole beings, the
angels are servants and messengers of

God” (329).

Messages for us

Scripture teaches us that the job of
angels is often to serve God by bringing
his messages to people like Zechariah
{1k 1:8-14), Mary (Lk 1:26-35), and
the shepherds near Bethlehem (Lk
2:8-14). In this concluding exercise,
learners consider how the work of
angels also has mezning for us.

In advance, copy these five messages
announced by the angels ro the
shepherds in Luke 2:8-14. Copy one
message per paper serip and create
cnough strips to provide one message
per pair. (Some pairs will have the same
message. )
= “Do not be afraid.”
= "I proclaim good news of great jov

that will be for all the people.”
= “Today in the city of David 2 savior

has been born for you who is

Messiah and Lord.”
= “This will be a sign for you: You will

find an infant wrapped in swaddling

eAngelsearch

clothes and lying in a manger”

= “Giory to God in the highast and on
earth peace 1o those an whom his
favor rests,”

Distribute the message strips.
Instruc pairs to read their message.
Then they are to wozk together o
determine what the message means—
both to the shepherds and o us. Ask
for volunteers to share their findings
with the entire group.

Use your shared discussion to
establish that the work of the angels
was ta bring an amazing message from
God to the shepherds near Bethlehem,
a message that led them to Jesus.
Discover rogether that today, as clearly
as on that first Chrisemas, it remains
the work of angels, through Seriprure,
to announce the coming of the Savior,
encourage our fairh, call us to worship,

And that’s not fuf ru
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~ Angels are not simply marvels of the Nativity scene, to be examined .
once a year. Rather, they are cofistant and active participants in- - ..
salvation history appearing throughout Scripture. Encourage your - ‘

. learners to-éxpand thelr understanding of the role of angels in pur','i oz
~ . Catholic faith; Use this angel ssarch or similar searches you create yourself ... -+ . -
| throughoiit the vear, - o Lo s

- Direct learhiefs o discover the presence, and identify the work of angels'in

'+ each-of these passages from the New Testament in the left-hand column below .

(teacher and catechist hinits are in right-and cotumn).
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and lead us to Jesus. (




